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          Council Chambers 

          Municipal Building 

          May 25, 2021 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, May 25, 2021, at 6:00 P.M. 

after proper notice and agenda was posted, May 21, 2021, at 4:15 P.M. 

 

Rev. J.T. Carnell, Church of the Nazarene gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Attending in Person:    Weldon Smith, Steve Cox, Billy Jack Boatright & John Browne 

Attending via Teleconference:  Cully Stevens & Zach Prichard 

Absent:      None 

Presiding:      John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager, Sherri Swift, CFO; Kevin Hearod, 

Police Chief; Kara Coy, Chief Accountant; Jeb Jones, Public 

Works Director; Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development 

Director  and Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

Staff Attending via Teleconference:  William J. Ervin, City Attorney 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 

name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

Randy Roden, 507 W. Stonewall addressed the Council regarding possibly selling the hospital, 

the sidewalk on Wade Watts Boulevard and the need for sidewalks in various areas of North 

Town. 

 

Dr. Barbara Smitherman, 210 N. 8th Street addressed the Council requesting the use of Michael J. 

Hunter Park for the Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday, June 19, 2021 and asking the Council to 

extend the curfew for that evening to midnight. 

 

Donna Stewart, 2103 N. B Street; Gayle McDonald, 2002 N. B Street and Margaret Sorrels, 

2013 N. B Street all addressed the Council expressing their opposition and concerns with the 

proposed rezoning of a property at A Street and Electric Avenue. 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
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A. Approval of the Minutes from the May 11, 2021 Regular Meeting of the McAlester City 

Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

B. Approval of the Minutes from the May 13, 2021 Special Meeting of the McAlester City 

Council (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)   

 

C. Approval of the Minutes from the May 18, 2021 Special Meeting of the McAlester City 

Council (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  
 

D. Approval of Claims for May 5, 2021 through May 18, 2021. (Sherri Swift, Chief 

Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $123,745.62; Parking 

Authority - $157.59; Nutrition - $2,323.65; Landfill Reserve/Sub-Title D - $1,802.00; 

Educational Fund - $52,663.02; Tourism - $2,765.55; SE Expo Center - $4,041.84; E-911 

- $12,810.86; Economic Development - $3,168.68; Fleet Maintenance - $8,607.31; 

Worker’s Compensation - $1,750.00; CIP Fund - $20,462.44; Technology Fund - $5.50; 

Stormwater Fund - $77,778.06; Infrastructure Fund - $174,436.17 and MRHC-Cancer 

Center Fund - $52,663.02. 

 

E. Consider and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign an Engagement Letter with Finley 

& Cook, PLLC for audit services for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021. (Sherri Swift, 

CFO) 

 
F. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Gerald Monte to the Audit & Finance Advisory 

Committee for a term to expire March 31, 2023. (Mayor John Browne, Council) 

 

G. Consider, and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the annual Engagement Letter with 

Crawford & Associates, P.C., for the period of July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  

(Sherri Swift, CFO) 

 

H. Consider and act upon, waiving $2142.00 for the building permit fees for the expansion 

project for the Hope House of McAlester., a nonprofit homeless shelter. (Peter Stasiak, 

City Manager)  

 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by 

Councilman Cox.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
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A motion to open the Public Hearing for the proposed fiscal year 2021/2022 Budget was made 

by Councilman Cox and seconded by Councilman Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote 

was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:15 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 

with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter 

 

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FY 2021/2022 

FOR THE CITY OF MCALESTER. 

 

There were no comments or inquiries, and a motion to close the Public Hearing was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Cox, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:15 P.M. 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Presentation of the Mayor’s Annual State of the City Address. (Mayor John Browne, 

Council) 
Executive Summary 

Presentation 

 

Mayor Browne presented his annual State of the City address as follows:  

 

“I feel the ice is slowly melting...it seems like years since it’s been clear.” This Beatles song 

pretty well sums up the state of our city through this most unusual past year. We’ve battled 

through a year that saw the entire world suffer from a pandemic such as hasn’t been experienced 

since The Spanish Flu of the early 1900’s. We lost one of our own with the passing of Vice-

Mayor James Brown due to this pandemic. In addition to the immediate hardships created by 

Covid19 we were affected tangentially from it as well. Spirit Aeronautics announced they would 

be closing their plant, in part, due to decreased airline travel from Covid 19 and also the Boeing 

737 fiasco. We also lost, not Covid 19 related, National Oilwell largely due to a price war 

between Russia and Saudi Arabia over oil. While the U.S. produces a lot of oil it is more 

expensive to produce in America. During this price war oil prices fell briefly into the negative, 

essentially paying to take it off their hands. As can be expected with prices at historic lows it was 

being bought up quickly. This led to a storage glut. A large part of National Oilwell’s business is 

building rigs and all the things that go with them. As you can imagine with the price so cheap 
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and storage facilities full no one was putting rigs on the ground. In short between the pandemic 

and international battles, of which we had no control over, it was a difficult year. 

 

The City’s response to the pandemic was to take a prudent approach to budgeting.  Many 

employees were furloughed, the city continued to pay the insurance for these employees and they 

were eligible for unemployment benefits. While this was a very difficult time for the employees, 

the city ultimately brought nearly all back as our economic outlook stabilized. Our employees 

are an amazing group of people that take great pride in our city and put forth above and beyond 

effort to keep our city running. I know I speak for the entire council by saying Thank you for all 

you do. 

 

On a brighter note, we have rebounded very well. Our sales tax collections and budget are 

comparable to pre-pandemic returns. The Shops  at McAlester is moving right along and is 

looking at a February 2022 opening. The Bypass construction, while driving everyone crazy, is 

progressing. When completed the Bypass will be safer and easier to navigate from both the 

highway and from within the city. As of this writing, we are starting to get back to normalcy. 

Organizations are starting to put events on downtown, some new restaurants are preparing to 

open on the bypass, and there is a sense of coming out of a pandemic hibernation and once again 

becoming a community. 

 

All things considered the state of the city is we are in recovery mode from one of the most 

remarkable times in our history. We are moving forward. While some things are not readily 

visible such as the improvements we have made to our water treatment plant, over $ 1 million in 

repairs/upkeep, repairs that have been made using  the storm water fee which despite an historic 

rainfall event kept many places from flooding, equipping our Police Officers with new cars and 

body cameras, plans to purchase a new Fire Engine, and purchase of a new Grade-all, this along 

many other smaller improvements puts our city back on track to continue to face the upcoming 

year with professionalism and determination to use our resources for the best outcome. 

 

This next year we will be working to put together a plan to address our ancient water 

infrastructure. We have some pipes in the ground that have been there for approximately 100 

years. Our water plant produces good water and our water towers are kept up to date with a 

maintenance contract, our problems lie in the fact that what leaves the plant and what arrives in 

the towers runs through very old pipes. We will be proposing a plan to spend approximately $ 30 

million to make major improvements to our transmission lines. In addition to helping with water 

quality this will also address some of the major water breaks we have had over the last few years. 

As with anything, this will take significant money which will have to be approved by the voters. 

 

In closing, we are coming back from one of the most unusual, unpredictable years imaginable 

but we have a tremendous number of people that believe in McAlester and work to see our city 

succeed. Together we will continue to work to make improvements that will add to our city. 

 

To steal from an old song, These pandemic blues, they are melting away. We’ll make a brand-

new start of it.” 

 

No action was taken on this item. 
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2 Present and discuss Body-Worn Cameras.  (Kevin Hearod, Police Chief) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion 

 

Chief Hearod addressed the Council updating them on the new Body-Worn Cameras the City 

had recently purchased through a grant that had taken approximately eighteen (18) months of 

work.  He explained the process that the department had followed in preparing to bid the 

purchase and stated that when the bids had been received and opened the lowest most qualified 

bid was from Getak.  He added that the department had to develop a new policy for the use of the 

body-worn cameras, which had been submitted to Arizona State University for review.  He stated 

that all of the officers had received a new camera and he reviewed the process that was followed 

throughout the officers’ shift.  He added that the new cameras could not be muted and they were 

passively recording until the officer actually started a recording of any interaction with the 

public.  He stated that the cameras had a five (5) year warranty and at thirty (30) months the 

company would replace all of the cameras.  Chief Hearod added that all complaints had to be 

reviewed and turned into the Department of Justice. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding the storage capabilities, if the officers were allowed to 

turn off their camera, what instances would allow a camera to be turned off, how the cameras 

helped to protect both the officer and the citizen and the length of time that videos from the 

cameras were maintained on the server. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

3. Consider, and act upon, authorizing the City Manager to accept a 2020 Coronavirus 

Emergency Supplemental Fund Program Grant (CESF) award from the Oklahoma 

District Attorneys Council in the amount of $126,958.62 towards the purchase of in-car 

technology for the McAlester Police Department. (Stephanie Giacomo, Grants 

Administration) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends acceptance of the grant award and conditions and authorizing the City Manager to execute 

the agreement with the Oklahoma District Attorneys Council  
 

Chief Hearod addressed the Council explaining that five (5) years ago the department installed 

computers in the police cars.  He stated that the department was beginning to have issues with 

the computers and hot spots.  He explained that the grant would purchase forty-six (46) 

computers, modems and antennas. 

 

There was discussion regarding the grant providing one hundred percent (100%) of the funding, 

the City paying to install the antennas, how the Corona Virus had affected the department and 

the computers allowing the officers to work remotely and limiting exposure to others. 

 

A motion to accept the 2020 Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Fund Program Grant (CESF) 

award from the Oklahoma District Attorneys Council in the amount of $126,958.62 towards the 

purchase of in-car technology for the McAlester Police Department and authorize the City 
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Manager to execute the agreement was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by 

Councilman Cox.  There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

4. Consider, and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the Application for Federal 

Assistance for the PAPI Lights Installation Project. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic 

Development)  
Executive Summary 

Authorize the Mayor to sign the Application for Federal Assistance.  
 

Director Ridenour addressed the Council explaining that this grant would replace the VASI 

(Visual Approach Slope Indicator) lights with PAPI (Precision Approach Path Indicator) lights at 

each end of the runway.  He stated that these lights help pilots identify their altitude during their 

descent, especially at night.  He added that the COVID relief bill would cover the majority of the 

ten percent (10%) match and the City’s part would be one dollar ($1.00).  He explained that there 

had been a change in the application to include five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for a fly in test. 

 

There was no discussion, and a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the application for Federal 

assistance for the PAPI lights installation project was made by Councilman Cox.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

5. Consider, and act upon, accepting the bid amount of $48,900.00 from Wise Electric and 

authorizing the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award for the PAPI Installation Project, 

contingent upon receipt of the FAA grant award. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic 

Development) 
Executive Summary 

Accept the bid amount of $48,900.00 from Wise Electric and authorize Mayor to sign the Notice of Award to Wise 

Electric for the PAPI Installation Project, contingent upon receipt of the FAA grant award. 

 

Director Ridenour addressed the Council explaining that bids were received and opened on May 

6, 2021, with four (4) bidders submitting proposals.  The apparent low bid was from Wise 

Electric.  He stated that the City’s consultant, LBR, Inc. had reviewed the bids and was 

recommending the bid be awarded to Wise Electric.  He added that LBR, Inc. had previous 

working experience on similar projects with Wise Electric. 

 

There was no discussion, and a motion to award the bid for the PAPI Installation Project, in the 

amount of $48,900.00 to Wise Electric and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award, 
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contingent upon the receipt of the FAA grant award was made by Councilman Boatright.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Cox, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Cox, Prichard, Smith, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

6. Consider and act to approve the Resolution and Project Agreement, in form only, 

between the Department of Transportation, Pittsburg County, and the McAlester National 

Defense & Industrial Development Authority. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development) 
Executive Summary 

The attached Resolution and Project Agreement are ready for consideration and approval by the Council, in 

form only.  
 

Director Ridenour addressed the Council explaining that currently the McAlester Army 

Ammunition Plant (McAAP) only had one access point from Highway 69, which was considered 

a weakness.  He stated that the City of McAlester, Pittsburg County and the McAlester Defense 

Support Association were seeking funding for the upgrade of Haywood Road and its’ U.S. 

Highway 270 interchange.  He stated that this project would furnish McAAP with a second much 

needed access point.  He added that he felt that search had been completed with funding from the 

Oklahoma Department of Commerce (ODOC) and the opportunity to partner with the Oklahoma 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) using their Small Cities Program.  He stated that the 

project would be turned over to ODOT to complete the construction project. 

 

After discussion regarding the contributions from the County, the City, and ODOC, the City’s 

match and when this project would begin a motion was made by Councilman Boatright to 

approve “in form only” the resolution and project agreement between the Department of 

Transportation, Pittsburg County, and the McAlester National Defense & Industrial Authority.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, Stevens, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

ABSTAIN:  Councilman Cox (counted as a no vote) 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

 

7. Consider and act to accept the 2021 Award and 2021 Special Award from the Oklahoma 

Strategic Military Planning Commission. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development) 
Executive Summary 

Accept the 2021 Award and 2021 Special Award from the Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning Commission. 

 

Director Ridenour addressed the Council explained that the City had been approved to receive 

two (2) grants from the Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning Commission in the following 

amounts:  2021 OSMPC Award of $217,531.00 and 2021 OSMPC Special Award of 

$100,000.00.  He commented that there was no official document, but if the Council accepted the 

awards the funds would be sent to the City. 
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There was no discussion, and a motion to accept the 2021 Award and the 2021 Special Award 

from the Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning Commission was made by Councilman Smith.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

8. Consider, and act upon, an acceptance of a bid from Golden Environmental Laboratory in 

the amount of $7,500 per month to provide cleaning services to the City of McAlester 

buildings. (Sherri Swift, CFO) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends approval and authorization for the Mayor to sign an agreement with Golden Environmental 

Laboratory.  

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council explaining that bids for professional cleaning services of five 

(5) City buildings had been received and opened on May 6, 2021 with four (4) companies 

submitting proposals.  CFO Swift stated that the City was currently under contract with Ideal 

Cleaning, the lowest bidder, but were dissatisfied with their service.  She explained that 

references had been contacted for the next lowest bidder, Golden Environmental Laboratory and 

staff was recommending that the services of Golden Environmental Laboratory. 

 

There was discussion concerning why the lowest bid was not recommended, if the current 

company had been counseled on the problems, who managed the oversite of the contract and if 

the agreement had been written in a way to deduct for non-performance. 

 

A motion to table this item was made by Councilman Cox and seconded by Councilman Smith.  

There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

 

Mayor Browne asked Attorney Ervin for clarification of when this item would come back to the 

Council if it was tabled. 

 

Attorney Ervin stated that it would come back at the next Council meeting. 

 

9. Discussion on Monthly Financial update.  (Sherri Swift, CFO) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion.  

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City’s financial status as of April 30, 

2021.  During her update, she informed the Council that the fiscal year was 83.33% complete 

with General Fund revenues coming in at 4.7% over budget and expenditures at 4.91% under 
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budget.  She reviewed the MPWA revenues and expenditures stating that they were 11.35% over 

budget and 4.39% under budget, respectively.   

 

CFO Swift reviewed the sales and use tax revenues, the residential, commercial, wholesale and 

water district revenues and ended with the Treasury Report. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 

accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 

Manager Stasiak introduced Jeb Jones as the City’s new Public Works Director.  He informed 

the Council that the City was set to receive approximately $2.84 million from the American 

Rescue Plan through the State.  He stated that half of it would be received in June of 2021 and 

the other half would be received in June of 2022.  He added that it could be used for 

infrastructure, more specifically water, sewer and broadband.  He explained that it could not be 

used on streets so, the City would be focusing on water and sewer. 

 

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 

 

Councilman Prichard inquired about the clarifier at the water treatment plant and asked when the 

City would have the quotes and he asked about the increase in arrests and calls for service when 

compared to 2019. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that the first clarifier had been repaired, the second was being worked on 

and the City was in the process of receiving quotes for the third clarifier.  He stated that in 2020 

everyone was locked down but in 2021 people were getting out.  He added that he would get the 

data sent out. 

 

Councilmembers Smith, Stevens, Cox and Boatright did not have any comments for the evening. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 

 

Mayor Browne commented that there were water and sewer issues on the northwest side of town.  

He asked what was being looked at. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that as areas were identified they would be addressed.  He added that it 

all took time and money. 

 

Recess Council Meeting 
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Councilman Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright.  There was no discussion, and the vote was 

taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 7:21 P.M. 

 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:24 P.M. 

 

A motion to recess the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25 

O.S. § 307.B.2, to discuss negotiations concerning employees and representatives of employee 

groups: IAFF and FOP was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows:  

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Regular Meeting was recessed at 7:24 P.M. 

 

Executive Session 
Recess into Executive Session in compliance with Section Title 25 Section 307 B.2 et. seq. Oklahoma Statutes, to wit: 

 

• Proposed Executive Session pursuant to Title 25, Sec. 307 (B) (2), to discuss negotiations 

concerning employees and representatives of employee groups: IAFF & FOP 

 

Reconvene the Open Session 
Take any action as a result from Executive Session. 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 8:01 P.M.  Mayor Browne reported that the Council had 

recessed the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25 O.S. § 

307.B.2, to discuss negotiations concerning employees and representatives of employee groups: 

IAFF and FOP.  Only those matters were discussed, no action was taken and the Council 

returned to open session at 8:01 P.M., and this constituted the Minutes of the Executive Session. 

 

• Consider and act upon the proposed IAFF Collective Bargaining Agreement for fiscal 

year 2021-2022. 
   Executive Summary 

   Motion to approve. 

 

A motion accept the IAFF Collective Bargaining Agreement for fiscal year 2021-2022 was made 

by Councilman Cox and seconded by Councilman Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote 

was taken as follows: 
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AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

• Consider and act upon the proposed FOP Collective Bargaining Agreement for fiscal year 

2021-2022 
    Executive Summary 

    Motion to approve. 

 

No action taken on this item. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Boatright.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


